
Donald W. Carlson, the Senior Founding Partner of Carlson, Calladine & Peterson LLP, is a nationally renowned 
trial lawyer with an esteemed reputation. Mr. Carlson has spent the last 30 years trying a wide variety of complex  
cases for both plaintiffs and defendants. Because of his experience and expertise, clients and other lawyers 
often call upon him to take over as lead counsel on the eve of trial. Mr. Carlson has tried over 35 cases to verdict, 
most lasting over a month, including a seven-month class action suit.

Some of Mr. Carlson’s jury trial experience includes:
	 •	 Obtained defense verdict for large intellectual property law firm for admittedly failing to renew foreign  
		  patent. Despite plaintiff’s claim of $80 million damage, successfully proved the patent had no value.

	 •	 Hired to retry insurance bad faith case in downtown Los Angeles after first trial with different counsel 	
	 	 resulted in $7 million punitive damage judgment against insurance client. After six-week trial, jury 
		  found that the plaintiff lied on the application, rescinded the policy and awarded plaintiff nothing.

	 • 	 Successfully defended lawyer for alleged breach of fiduciary duty and recovered over $1 million in fees 
		  and costs for lawyer client in six-week trial in San Francisco.

	 •	 Obtained defense verdict in product liability case on behalf of national herbal product manufacturer  
		  by proving that the death of 35-year old mother of three was not caused by the product.

Mr. Carlson is a Fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers, a Fellow in the International Academy of 
Trial Lawyers, a Fellow in the International Society of Barristers and is also a member of the American Board 
of Trial Advocates (ABOTA), the four most prestigious invitation only organizations which recognize plaintiff 
and defense attorneys who have successfully tried numerous jury cases while demonstrating excellence and 
professionalism. As well as authoring numerous articles on trial procedure and trial tactics, he is often asked 
to teach trial skills to the legal community and civility classes to law students. He has appeared on Larry King 
Live, CBS Morning News and The Phil Donohue Show to discuss some of his more notable cases. He has been 
a Northern California Super Lawyer every year since 2004.

Mr. Carlson is admitted to all California State Courts, the U.S. District Court (Northern, Eastern, and Central 
Districts) and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.

Mr. Carlson enjoys golf, swimming and, most of all, adventure traveling with his family.
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